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The Political War, The North and South fought over politics, mainly the idea of slavery.
Basically the South wanted and needed it and the North did not want it at all. The South was going to
do anything they could to keep it. This was the issue that over-shadowed all others. At this the labor
force in South had about four million slaves. These slaves were very valuable to the slaveholding
planter class. They were a huge investment to Southerners and if taken away, could mean massive
losses to everyone.

Slaves were used in the South as helpers in the fields in the cultivation of tobacco, rice, and
indigo, as well as many other jobs. The South especially needed more slaves at this time because they
were now growing more cotton then ever because of the invention of the cotton gin. Within that time
period of fifty years the number of slaves also rose from about two millions to over four millions.

The plantation owners in the South could not understand why the North wanted slavery
abolished that bad. Southerners compared it with the wage-slave system of the North. They said the
slaves were better cared for then the free factory workers in the North. Southerners said that slave
owners provided shelter, food, care, and regulation for a race unable to compete in the modern world
without proper training. The West was a form of society rather than an area. It is the term applied to
the region whose social conditions result from the application of older institutions and ideas to the
transforming institutions and ideas to the transforming influences of free land. By this application, a
new environment is suddenly entered, freedom of opportunity is opened, the cake of custom, and new
activities, new lines of growth, new institutions and new ideals, are brought into existence.

The wilderness disappears, the West proper passes on to a new frontier and, in the former
area, and a new society has emerged from this contact with the backwoods. Gradually this society
loses its primitive conditions, and assimilates itself to the type of the older social conditions of the
East ; but it bears within it enduring and distinguishing survivals of its frontier experience. Decade
after decade, West after West, this rebirth of American society had gone on, and left its traces behind

it, which reacted on the East.
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